Medals fit for a King! 
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The previous weekend, the world was able to watch something that had not taken place 
for nearly 70 years—the coronation of a new British monarch. Charles III was crowned 
just one month shy of the 70th anniversary of the coronation his mother, Elizabeth II, who 
passed away last September. Charles’s previous “coronation” occurred in 1969, when he 
was invested as the Prince of Wales, a formal ceremony recognizing him as the heir 
apparent to the throne. This ceremony, conducted at Caernarvon Castle in northwest 
Wales, was a mirroring of that conducted previously in 1911, when a young Prince 
Edward, the eldest son of then-king George V, was installed as the Prince of Wales. This 
investiture was celebrated in medallic form, leading to our first highlight of this upload... 


Obviously, Edward’s eventually reign never really played out as expected, as his love for 
American divorcée, Wallis Simpson, led to his renouncing the throne late in 1936 before 
he was actually crowned. Speaking of the Prince of Wales investiture, Prince William will 
be foregoing the pomp and circumstance of such an event, in an attempt instead for him 
to deepen “...the trust and respect of the people of Wales.” The idea within Wales of it 
being regarded merely as a principality for Britain’s heir apparent has obviously 
decreased over time, especially in the decades since Charles’s investiture. 
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Staying with contemporary affairs, Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine continues, 
though the tide may be turning once again in the favor of Ukraine as the embattled nation 
prepares for a strike back to claim territories captured in the earlier portions of the war. 
American relations with Russia have obviously diminished to Cold War-era levels in the 
wake of this hostile aggression, with no improvement anywhere to be seen. It makes 
such imagery as on this next medal somewhat hard to fathom... 
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This 5 ounce silver medal from 1988 celebrates the signing of Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty between Reagan and Gorbachev, in an attempt to walk back the 
proliferation of nuclear weaponry that seemed poised to assure mutual destruction ten 

times over. While the treaty was a welcome sign of things to come, it has since expired a 
few years ago, with nothing to replace it anywhere in sight. Even the handshake depicted 
here seems sadly antiquated. 


Moving to a different medal involving Russia’s past, here we have a Karl Goetz example 
pertaining to the fall of Riga, and features Goetz’s iconic satirical style. The Russian 
“bear” is depicted on the obverse, with different years on the bear’s limbs indicating the 
various yearly struggles encountered by the massive nation during much of World War I. 
Quite clearly, the bear is not just being poked, but gutted. The reverse alludes to the 
Bolshevik Revolution, which ultimately caused the withdrawal of Russia from the war and 
also the dissolution (and extinction) of czarist rule there...at least for the remainder of the 
20th century. One could easily argue that the position of "autocrat of all of the Russias" is 
a title still held by the Kremlin's current occupant. 


While Easter may have been last month, this next medal from the Viennese Silver Rabbit 
Breeders’ Club fits the holiday theme quite well—at least the part of the holiday that loves 
rabbit-related iconography... 


Dogs figure quite prominently on medals, followed by cats in a more distant second, and 
possibly birds nearer thereafter, with rabbits being pets that are seen very little in medallic 
form, making this an interested and scarce such offering. 


Moving to something unusual and a bit out in left field with respect to our normal 
offerings, we have a hand-painted portrait oval medal on gilt silver. Though a timeframe is 
tough to nail down, this pedigreed piece emanates from the late 16th-likely early/mid 17th 

century, and features the bust of a male figure either from Tudor/Stuart England or the 
Dutch Republic... 


This interesting piece is pedigreed to the George Way Collection, and even has a link to 
an article published online by the former owner and collector. 


For all of this upload’s new items, click here or on the banner art below, and watch for our 
next upload coming on June ‘st! 
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